212	RAS MALA	chap xv
ment, they placed within it much cotton, clarified butter,
cocoa nut shells, ind other inflammable substances Mr
Erskmc had set guards at all the gates of the town, and the
Rajpoots, therefore, opened a new one, and, in the middle of
the night, armed themselves, and carried the sutees out by it
There were three Ranees upon whom the desire of accompany-
ing their lord came , they were daughters of a Deora chief of
the house of Seerohee, of the Chowra of Wursora, and of the
Rehwur of Runasun The Rajpoots had taken the precaution
of placing Bheels to watch Mr Erskme's camp, and, when the
sutees were burned, the flame of the pile, rising high into the
air, attracted the attention of the British agent, who sent to
ascertain the cause The Bheels opposed this advanced party,
and let fly arrows at them The agent then mounted, and
moved on with his force, but the affair was over, and the
Rajpoots retired , however one British officer was shot by the
Bheels1
Soorujmul arrived in the neighbourhood of Ahmednugger
the day after the death of the sutees, and sent forward a party
of horse to reconnoitre They came to Ahmednugger, and,
seeing what had happened, returned, and reported to the chief,
who, thereupon, moved back again to the reservoir at Wuralee
Mr, Erskme wrote to Soorujmul to say, that, as he had fled
like a hare, he would follow him like a hound The chief,
» Mr Eralnne to the Resident <ti Baroda, Qth February, 1836
* The camp was removed about eight o'clock, and all was quiet till
 *	an. alarm was given about half past two o'clock in the morning, that
'the pile was on fire    The Guikowar horse were encamped between
' the ground we formerly occupied and the river, on the banks of which
'the pile had been erected, and I have been informed this morning
 *	that the ones and supplications of the women were so vociferous, that
' every man who was asleep started from his bed    Enough people to
 *	perpetrate the violence were taken, but no more, and the women were
' dragged over a broken part of the wall, on the river side, by these
' ruffians, attended by Kuron Singh's 1/wo sons, and, with the utmost
' haste, hurried wto the pile, which, saturated with oil and clarified
 *	butter, was set fire to, and the abomination completed  Any attempt to
| prevent the sutee must have been too late, as, when I was informed of
*	the fire, I beheld the extensive blaze, and knew that all was over'
SV>r further details, supplied by the English Records, see the note at
£he end of this chapter

